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O church ‘can boagt of @ more

e e ‘In Addition to the Teaching of Splrltual Truth Scholarship, General Efficiency and Tec]nmcal 51(111 Re-
ceive Their Due -Proportion of Concentrated Attention at the'Splendld Church Institutions of Lgarnlpg.

education than the \lmmn'l

Church. and  none  ‘ean - lay
claim - to higher eduvcational = ideais.
Ghis statement would doubtiess be
prising to those who have heen accuss
tomed to regard Mormanism as synony-
mous with ignorance, lack of progress
and materialism, Nuvertheless it 1s
true,  The saints have gucce
making religion and education pl’lLNc-
ally identical, if thes=e terms be taken in
their highest sense, Life to them means
an unfolding of all the powers of man-—
the physical, the intellectual, and tha
spivitual. The function of religion and
edueation talken together is to make
this development as full and completo
as possible, with a view to the highest
efficiency not only in this life but also
in the life to come. “A man is saved
no faster than he gets knowledge,” de-
clared the founder . of Mormonisni,
Jogeph Smith. And the whole of what
this Church stands for has been couch-
ed In the proverbial expression,. “Iiter=
nal progress.’”
The Church school system is complete
in itself.

RELIGION CL,ASSES

First of all, there are the grades, in-
cluding the kindergarten, like .those in
connection with the Brigham: Young,
university at Frovo. These grades,
however, aré not 80 numoeorous as they
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might be on account of tho very ex- NOWTWCnty seven High

cellent public school system that pre-
vails in the states where the Latter-
day Saints are found, Then, too, what
are called - Religlon classes have been
organized in almost every ecclesiastical
ward for the benefit mainly of the
children who attend the dlstrict schools.
Though not held in connection with
the school, this organization supplies
whiat the day schools do not and can-
not give, namely, ideas concerning God,
human redemption, and eternal  life.
These religion clagses therefore really
tuke the place of Chuirch schools, since
the design is to have them held every
day in the week. The work s a1-
vided into three departments—the pri-
mary, the intermediate, and the ad-
vinced—and meetg for only 30 or 40
minutes each session,
PRTPARATORY DEPARTMENT,
Iu' this connection special  mention
should be made of ‘the preparatory de-
partments in the Church schools--pre-
piarvatory, tbhat is, to the high school,
not to the college. At present there
arve in all parts off America, especially
in the rural distriets, Jarge numbers of
yYoung men and women who, for onc
reason or another have not continued
their attendaunce at the public schools
till graduation. Should they after-
wards wish to attend school they can-

public school age and are unable to

sufficiont preparation. Hence they are
compelled. by circumstinces to go with-
out schooling. But the Church schools
in thelr preparatory department pro-
videg for just such a class of young
persons,  In every Chureh school there
is w place for them. They are sought
out and urged to pursue the path of
education in order to increase their use-

tion. In the high schools, for instance, At
fulness in soclety,  And so hundreds i . S attention.
X the r's course of study in- e
of young men and women owe to the i Ments,
cludes of the Book of | consequent upon

Church schools whatever of education-
al stimulus they have received in life.

HIGH SCHOOLS. and
Church in our own day. 7To be sure, | students as have
theology is taught in ' the Sunday | residences
schools, the Primary organizations, and | their teachers.,
Young Men's and Young Ladies' | sity, which
Improvement associations outside of | institution
the schools. But in each case it is more | zation has been
or less jsolated, set apart by itself; it | looking
has not generally that vital connection | number
with otlq2r things in the boy's or the

In the next place there are the high
gchools.  Of these there are now U7,
with four. new ones in the near pros-
peetive. -And the number is increas-
ing as fast a% the weans of the Churel
will perinit. It Is here that the system
of religious education finds its greatest
reward, since it is during the period of
youth at whieh high school work fis
done when religion can bhest be incul-
cated, Tt is at thig time of life, accord-
ing t> the best opinions on the subjeck,
when the religious instinets are most
active and when young persons  ara
most iimpresgionable on the gide of the
feriings.  IHence, the main educational |
work of the Church will always be done
here.

COLLEGE COURSIE.

Lastly., there is the college course.
Only two schools in the Church are
doing college work, one at Provo and
one at Logan: and even in these two
there ig considerable  restriction, on

Iy,

Mormon, the second of the Old Testa-
ment, the third of the New Testament [ in ail

the fourth of the history of the | tions, so called, according to which such
their permanent

the

girl's
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yvoung woman does,
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not
the
at
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As auxiliavies to the religious spivit of
the school may be counted the general
devotional exercis

Schools, with four ad-
tional in the near
Future. Two Institu;
tions, One at Logan
and the other at Provo,
available for College

COUI‘SBS.

account of various conditions which it = meetings,
Is not necessary to enter upon here. | tions,
It should be added here that the Church
does not purpose to duplicate in all its
parts

There is never anything but the topics

S it 3 { ] best harmony as between educators in yvoung
enter high schouls on account of in- | {4 state schools:and educators in the saparately
Church schools. things that concern only their sex.
Of counrse, the main purpose of all DOMESTIC ORGANIZATION.
ceducative meang used by the Church iy
to inculcate the theology and religion
of the TLatter-day Baints. 1o this end
classes in theology are heid four times
& week throughout the year for as porarily in the place where the school
many years as are required for gradui-

The

school

life. At any rate, it often seems

They study alge- | other

history, literature and so on, if ! contrary, sc
ol | technical

indeed from the point of vi

higher truth furnished by religion, | portion of
least under the direct influence of | ed that
truth. And this is much. suits from denominational schools,
In those
which are commonly

DEVOTIONAL EXERCISES.
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,and in all other forms of
The eduecational

Every morning the whole school
meet together for prayer, congregation.
al singing, and,
whatever Is done by the state | dress on appropriate subjects either by
in education. All that is designed is | pne of the teachers or somebody inviterd
to supplement that work, to do what | frony without.
the state is not permitted to do—name-
to teach religious truths in the| special musle,
schools, and this supplemental work is | mhen, again,

done mainly at a time when it Is most | qo)pa)
fervice .3 rafe i » roligi - i
not do so hecause they arve beyond the ;:Olf?““”m lizestablishing roiisions hx and  occas

of this is considered, as well as their

have learned them. So, too, with such
These exercises last only | studies as bookkeeping and shorthand
from 10 to 20 minutes.

City, is probably the best equipped and
tutored school of
Church institutions
abreast with the
branches that furnish
a means of earning a livelihood through
and in dolng this are putting
. plans which were drawn hy

educationally are

organizations fore manual training was put into the

publie schools.
RIGID DISCIPLINE,

particular
schaools there
a distance

are many who coue from

is situated. TThese need and get special

fact that before such men as Morse and
son are possible some one must dis-
v the general laws which inventors
Encouragment is given to the

Inconvenicnces,

ing away from home,

s aims in this dircc-
superintendent
a convention,

Provo univer-

out the Chureh schoolg, and which dis-

means of bring-

made very eflicient
A The measure of skill and af-

und, of course,
o AERESIAR ries are mlaed in proportion. More-
PRACTICAT WORK, il Puar )

: over, in the secondary schools the pro-
young persons. In the Church jecauvse the Chureh schools have
schiools, on the contrary, theology, re- | their

ligion has a  vital connection  with | gpiritual

other schools
* grade in the country.
dents are held down to their work by
a systemm of discipline more rigid than

it docs not follow
everyvthing the young man  or the! they emphasize this at the sacrifice

. general efficiency,

intellectual sub-
full quota of mental discipline.
the work done is of o' high grode

cellence,
the  pricsthood ! are empioyed

ing’ the conventions referred to in the
preceding paragraph, Every year one of

at Salt 'Lake

City, the most central place, which
all the instructors in the schools are
required to attend. he main subject
of discussion, of course, is either het-
ter methods of presenting theological
studies or some subject tinding its
roots in this one. The reason for do-
ing this ig, that the teachers in the
Church schools are expected and urged
to join the public teachers' associa-
tions {n the localities where they live
and to take part whenever they can in
the discussiong of the various conven-
tiong so that, i€ this be done, they will
have had the full benefit of the regular
state and county associations of ub-
lic school teachers, leaving to the
Church school convention such topics
of consideration as  are peculiar  to
them,
UNITY AMONG STUDENTS

Under thig system of education there
is a larger opportunity for individual
work than is afforded in non-religious
schools, By reason of the strong spirit-
ual atmoesphere that prevails here
a closer bond of union and
brotherly love is  established be-
tween  students  on the  one hand
and between ieachers and stu-
dents on the other., In theology, for
instance, teachers may get into closer
relations  with their pupils than they
can in any other subject, and closer
here in these other subjects than where
similar conditions do not prevail. And
after all thig {s what counts in the long
run-—ciose personal contact of the stu-
dent with instructors who are worthy
men and women, But this personal re-
lation between teacher and pupil has
its Influence through the school; its
wholesome tonle is felt in all the
classes.

ELECTIVE SYSTEM.

This year there is an experiment on
foot at the Latter-day Saints’ unjver-
sity.  The elective system is put on
trial.  Formerly, as now elsewhere in
the Church schools, a boy or girl could
choose his course, but not his subjects.

Subjects come in groups called the

English course, the classical course, thn
commercial course, and so on, one of
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Specially Sl(lllCd Instruc—-
tors are Employed In
all Departments which
Eclucationauy are Funy
.Al)reast of the Best in
‘m Those Branches That
FurnishMeans of Earn-

ing a Livelihood.

the stoudents,
choive of subjects. These subjocts, in-
being grouped
> arranged according
*in which they may be taken.

the natural one of inabllity to take an
advanced subject until the clementary
one shull have been studied.
mrm ribed \uh]l'vts are theology during
s and English duving two
of the courses
arranged set
of pre-requisities, which, as stated,

is not permitted

clination, to carry the subject.

The condition spoken of under which
allowed his freedom of
choice in subjects is that there must be
of the pupil but usually
in which the student
Is given a sort of preview of subjects
as well as of his life's work.
ingly. a boy who comes from the farm
and hiz future wlll most probably be
arm, he Is not compelled

part not only
of the parent also,

his companion
profession of
medicine or teach-
a girl enters the
school who will probably never 20 he-
yond the high school course,
and continuance

gineering, the law,

at the institution are
subjects for which
is but an experiment, and i<

tried this vear only by the Latter-day

sult so far has been very satisfactory;
students have

—

feared by some, elected  the
courses..  As a ‘result of thig o Lper
ment, which is carefully watcheq by ;

“snap

number of leading educators in 1n‘L
Church, 'it s quite probable thet ty .
subjoct of election of studies in

th:

secondary schools  will fOrm . a ton

for ' discussion at thae Spring - conves

tion of Church school teachers,
NORMAL TRAINING,

More emphasis also fs placed g
on normal training in thijs t‘hur:l‘
Institution: than in any othey
not specifically normal. "Che
people are not anythine it not
of teachers.  Theiy capabiliiic
training children angd youth ;. {

ed in the  family, and  in
Church organizations, And i
mect this demand fop »
of the = fundamental  prin ples
teaching, every opportunity s tulk
advantage of in order to GO
future fdthers and mothore <~‘:’
Church with {he requisite ol
In conclusion, it nay  ho i:‘«“
stated thal, whatever niinov  dice
encess there may exist in the metho
pursued by the various Clinrch sc¢hool
In arriving at vesults, the great conn
sought is the same In ) (o (i
young men aud women in (he et
possible manner for their lre's wor
both in the Chureh and in (Lo sty
The words of President  Joseq)
F., Smith, spoken recently hefore o
of the Church schools, mny  copy
hoth as an authovitative expressi
the purpose which thesa schools
and atso as o fitting conclusion of
article on this system of education:
PRESIDIENT JOSEI'H 10, SMITH
“You can get educalion, sucl
glven in the schools of the sto(e
outside of thisg’ school, indepcndent
of this school, or of any of the C
schools; but there is nn element cop-
nected with this school that does not
exist In the schools of the state, 1t
is this particular eclement that does
not exist in the comwmon
the state, to which 1 desire (o cal
your attenttion; and I implore (b
students who attend herve to heoy ()«
very carefully in mind., We not on
seek to educate the mind. v
only desire to give you an oppoie
ol becoming learned in ol
branches of ecdueciation that 11
acquired in the ordinuary schiool
the land; we desive that youq
have all these privileges, that oy
opportunity that can be atforded vo
outside this school may be onjoved
and possessed by vou in this scehoo!
But in addition we desive that vo:
should be wedded, I may say, to the
Church., We desire that you shoul
learn the principles of the Gospel ol
the Son of God. We desire (hat vou
should be good men, pure raen, noble,
upright, reliable and religious men--

sizho

Morm

Laow]

dehooly of

not sanctimonious. When 1 use tli
word ‘“religious” I do not moean that
vou should put on a long face, that
you should not enjoy yourselyos in all
legitimate pleasures; T do not mean
that you should say loug prayers, or
become sanctiimonious or anything of
that kind. But I mean by “religioue.’”
to be devoted to CGod and truth, 1
righteousness and purity of life, hon-
esty and integrity, that you will Jive
in accordance with every sacred prin-
cipal advocated in the Gospel of life
and salvation. This is what wae wani,
and this is what we should desire
above everything else,

“I want to say to the boys and tn
the girls who come to this school, o
who attend any of the schools of the
Church, that if they are unmindful o!
these principles and this object of
their coming to school, they are re-
creant to the fajth and the ohject of
this school; they are unfaithful to it
and unworthy of it. 1T do not eare
who the boy or girl Is that will come
here and yvet not learn to appreciate
the main purpose of this school, they
will fail to attain the real object that
we have in view for them in life: that
he may become a true and honest
and upright man, and that she muy
become an honest woman, a true and
virtuous woman—fgirl though she may
be now-—that she may develop intn
the highest and purest and noblest
type of womanhood. That is the
object we have in view for yvou girls,
These are the things we desive, and
this is one of the principal objects
in view In the cstahlishment of these
schools by the Church."
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